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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to develop a new environmental control technique
on postharvest for the high quality maintenance of the export cactus in dark
shipping time of long period.

In shipping time, the temperature of the container inside was maintained with
19+0.58C, but humidity was 82+13.3%, until top 96.5% came to be high. When
passing the equatorial area between the Singapore and Suez canal, the humidity
was of 90% or more. The humidity was somewhat decreased with moisture
absorbents and dehumidification with charcoal application etc.,, but below 90%
was been difficult. When Gymnocalycium mihanovichii var. friedrichii was cured
at 35C for 3 days, fresh weight loss rate and decay percentage were fewest and
regeneration rate was high. Also, germicide treatment reduced decay rate

compared with non-treatment.

Key words : Export cactus, Postharvest, Dehumidification, Germicide
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